uﬂ'ﬁ]m

CPENING STATEMENT OF CONCERN BY MEMBERS OF THE BOTTLENOSE DOLPHIN TAKE
REDUCTION TEAM

WE, msmmipm,nménfm Atlasiic Bottlenpse Dalphin Take Reduction Team (BNDTRT) anend
e first TRT messsing (Nov 6-8, 201, Vi Beack, A with the following reservatins:

In oisr opinian, the Secretary of Commerce is beiag ferced th premanurely convess this TRT under threst af
litigatiom by the Human Seciety of the United Sites.

The NMFS/OPR has not reviewed the “depleted” suans of the population since 1993, despite having
additiaal miormetion indicating the exisience of substantially mare goimals.

The BND populstion. surveys provided to the TRT are negatively bissed, cuttiated, spatially inceanplete,
and contam e esticutin of Gla).

Genetle information used to determing stack structare i disiibution of the coastal scotype i severely
Limited in scope.

The stock assessment, srucrure, and mortslity extrapelation methodologies ind assamptions hive mot been
fally peer reviewed Thess compoments should be reviewed by an independent entity such a5 [r. Ray
Hifborn, the Naturl Resources Consulianis, Inc., (Sesttle, W), oc the National Acedemy of Srienced,

Wi bave not been sfforded en oppornunity ta review a capy of te HMES/IOPR “Boirlenose Dolphin
Coeservation Plan”.

We have mot been afforded an apporurty to revizw the ariginal NMFS (bserver Reparts for trips with
abserved BND interacsions,

Despile cmgoing efforts, cooperative field rescarch involving reflective gillnets has not beea started.

In o opinion, NMFS/OPR, has prematusely and ineppeopriately advecated for elimination of gillnets
within 3.0 kem of the shoreline.

Drly 76% of the PER generated fram e summer sarveys fior the three ot stocks of BND is currently
aliocsted. We will require 1002 allocation of the PBR in this process.
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